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liable to become bogged down in a mess of anatomical and physiological detail/'13 Hollywood, formerly bound to artificial romanticism by its own censorship, ventured to make films that dealt with types of sex behavior long taboo.
-Yet it is by no means certain that these developments indicated any Idleness in the American mind. The much discussed report of Professor Alfred C. Kinsey of Indiana University claimed, on the basis of an investigation of 5300 white males, that male sex behavior had in fact been relatively stable for at least two generations. The report was followed by another dealing with the sex life of a sample of women which suggested an increase in premarital intercourse but concluded that in the incidence, frequency, and type of sexual outlet, biological factors, along with age, social status, and educational background, played a major role. That many prevailing legal and moral contentions were not geared to the actualities of sex behavior was apparent. The implication seemed to be that the individual's sex needs were immutable and constant, and that society had best revamp conventions to give them ample outlet. Some 250,000 copies of the first Kinsey report, and a half a dozen books about it, became best sellers, (Possibly the reports were more widely talked about than read.) They were criticized on the ground that the samples were not adequately chosen, and that the statistical treatment of the data left much to be desired.
were these the only counts of the indictment that American ation was "sick." The figures on mental illness seemed alarming, he assumptions of most psychiatrists that mental disturbances had greatly increased and that the increase was the result of dislocations and tensions in modern civilization needed to be further tested, if possible, by statistical measurements and controls; but the fact tibat the assumption was made and so widely and uncritically accepted was itself significant. The growing concern with mental illness was also reflected in the theater, films, radio programs, and church counseling services. Dr. William C. Menninger called on society to take greater respODsibflity for mental health. He pleaded not only for better-supported institutions for the mentally ill, but for the inclusion in public health piograms of preventive as well as remedial psychotherapy. Recognizing that relation-
13 Ben Rav Redman, "Sex and Literary Art," American Mercury, UII (October, 1946), 412-447.